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SUMMARY 
 
 The conformation is given by the way of development of the skeleton in a relation and 
a harmony of the different regions that are related to a certain productive type. There are some 
interested stations that own hundreds of pieces of the kind and which have felt the “wind” of 
the European Union and that begin to purchase hundreds of pieces that will be bred with a 
new technology according to the EU standards. It is important for them to rapidly and 
correctly value the conformation when they purchase or sell them. We have introduced the 
rapid and secure photometrical method that can make dozens of valuations without having to 
deal directly with the buffalo whose aggressive behavior is well known. We need a camera 
with film with vise through the objective, equipped with an objective of 5-10 cm focal 
distance. The most appropriate is the one of 8-10 cm, but it should not surpass the double of 
the focal distance of the basic objective, because there appears the effect of crushing. The 
photo is taken on the animal from the station, head up (in extension), and the operator focuses 
the entire animal at a medium height, the objective being parallel with the scapular – humeral 
region in order to avoid the defects of perspective. The film develops and is inserted in a 
regular enlarging apparatus. On the plane table it is fixed a grid according to the model of the 
one in the paper, which can be copied and used for every subject. 
 The grid has a 16 cm horizontal side and a 10 cm vertical one, so a rectangle which is 
crossed vertically by 4 helping lines which meet other 3 horizontal ones. This way, the medial 
line defines through the intersection at the level of the scapular – humeral articulation, the 
side of a perfect square where the body of the animal is included. The cervical and cephalic 
regions are included in the next two segments. The same medium horizontal defines including 
the centre of gravitation of the buffalo. The length until the level of the frontal – occipital 
limit of the skull comprises 4 times the length of the head. There is equality between the 
height of the withers and the one of the pelvis (the croup). The measures have been made 
including on skeletons in order to keep the proportions indistinct of the maintenance state of 
the animals. The enlarging apparatus is adjusted according to the image on the film, so that it 
may cover the entire structure of the grid. The defects that appear can be written down 
directly on the grid or on the segment and it may be kept on the computer too. 
 The method is easy and allows a rapid selection of the modifications of conformation, 
and the images can be kept with the archive. 
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